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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Michael Dreznes on 9/26/2008. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Claim 1: 

1 . A method for displaying multiple pages in an instant messenger application, the 
method comprising: 

displaying simultaneously a first page and a second page in the instant 
messenger window; 

wherein the first page is a friends list page that displays a set of users that 

send and receive a plurality of instant messages within an instant messaging 

community and the second page is a interactive content page with a set of tabs 

for retrieving content from the internet; 

allowing a user in the set of users to change the size of the interactive content 
page, wherein the interactive content page has a minimum height and a maximum 
height; 
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preventing a user in the set of users from hiding all of the friends list page from 
view in the instant messenger window by maintaining a pre-programmed minimum 
height for the friends list page within the instant messenger window; and 

sending a message from a first instant messenger user to a second instant 
messenger user in the friends list in response to the first instant messenger user 
selecting content in the interactive content page, wherein the message relates to the 
selected content. 

Claim 3: 

3. cancelled. 

Claim 4: 

4. The method as defined in claim 1 , wherein retrieving content from the internet further 
comprises automatically refreshing the content. 

Claim 5: 

5. The method as defined in claim 1, wherein displaying simultaneously a first page and 
a second page in the instant messenger window further comprises displaying within the 
interactive content page the content of a first tab in the set of tabs when the user in the 
set of users selects the first tab in the set of tabs. 



Claim 6: 
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6. The method as defined in claim 5 further comprising: 

displaying within the interactive content page the content of a second tab in the 
set of tabs when the user in the set of users selects a second tab in the set of tabs, the 
second tab being displayed at the same time that at least a portion of the friends list 
page is also displayed in the instant messenger window. 

Claim 7: 

7. The method as defined in claim 6 further comprising: 

hiding the content of the first tab when the content of the second tab is displayed 
within the interactive content page. 

Claim 8: 

8. The method as defined in claim 7, wherein the content of the second tab overlaps the 
content of the first tab in the interactive content page. 

Claim 9: 

9. The method as defined in claim 1 further comprising: 

minimizing the interactive content page in response to a user request so that the 
content is not visible in the instant messenger window. 



Claim 10: 

10. cancelled 
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Claim 11: 

1 1 . A computer program product stored on a computer readable medium that 
simultaneously displays multiple pages in one window, the computer program product 
comprising: 

code for displaying simultaneously a first page and a second page in the instant 
messenger window; 

wherein the first page is a friends list page that displays a set of users that 
send and receive a plurality of instant messages within an instant messaging 
community and the second page is a interactive content page with a set of tabs 
for retrieving content from the internet; 

code for displaying within the interactive content page the content of a first tab 
when a user in the set of users selects a first tab in the set of tabs; 

code for allowing a user in the set of users to change the size of the interactive 
content page, wherein the interactive content page has a minimum height and a 
maximum height; 

code for preventing a user in the set of users from hiding all of the friends list 
page from view in the instant messenger window by maintaining a pre-programmed 
minimum height for the friends list page within the instant messenger window; and 

code for sending a message from a first instant messenger user to a second 
instant messenger user in the friends list in response to the first instant messenger user 
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selecting content in the interactive content page, wherein the message relates to the 
selected content. 

Claim 13: 

13. cancelled 

Claim 14: 

14. The computer program product according to claim 11, wherein retrieving content 
from the internet further comprises automatically refreshing the content. 

Claim 15: 

15. The computer program product according to claim 1 1 further comprising: 

code for displaying within the interactive content page the content of a second 
tab in the set of tabs when the user in the set of users selects a second tab in the set of 
tabs, the second tab being displayed at the same time that at least a portion of the 
friends list page is also displayed in the instant messenger window. 

Claim 16: 

16. The computer program product according to claim 15, wherein the content of the 
second tab overlaps the content of the first tab in the interactive content page. 



Claim 17: 
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17. The computer program product according to claim 16 further comprising: 

code for hiding the content of the first tab when the content of the second tab is 
displayed within the interactive content page. 

Claim 18: 

18. The computer program product according to claim 1 1 further comprising: 

code for minimizing the interactive content page in response to a user request so 
that the content is not visible in the instant messenger window. 

Claim 19: 

19. cancelled 

Claim 20: 

20. The method as defined in claim 1 further comprising: 

resizing the friends list page when the interactive content page is resized, 
wherein a size of the friends list page changes inversely proportionate to the size of the 
interactive content page. 

Claim 22: 

22. The method of claim 1 , wherein the set of tabs comprises a persistent tab. 



Claim 23: 



Application/Control Number: 10/828,513 
Art Unit: 2173 



Page 8 



23. The method of claim 1 , wherein the set of tabs comprises a trusted tab. 
Claim 24: 

24. The method of claim 5, wherein the first tab comprises a tab image that is displayed 
in the instant messenger window. 

Claim 25: 

25. The method of claim 6, wherein the first tab and the second tab are ordered in the 
set of tabs based on a frequency of usage. 

Claim 26: 

26. The method of claim 1 , wherein selecting content in the interactive content page 
further comprises dragging the content from the interactive content page to the second 
instant messenger user listed in the friends list page. 

Add the following claims: 
Claim 27: 

27. The method of claim 1 , wherein sending a message from a first instant messenger 
user to a second instant messenger user in response to the first instant messenger user 
selecting content in the interactive content page further comprises: 

including the selected content in the message. 
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Claim 28: 

28. The method of claim 1 1 , wherein code for sending a message from a first instant 
messenger user to a second instant messenger user in response to the first instant 
messenger user selecting content in the interactive content page further comprises: 

including the selected content in the message. 

Claim 29: 

29. The method of claim 1 1 , wherein the first tab comprises a tab image that is 
displayed in the instant messenger window. 

Claim 30: 

30. The method of claim 15, wherein the first tab and the second tab are ordered in the 
set of tabs based on a frequency of usage. 

Claim 31: 

31 . The method of claim 1 1 , wherein selecting content in the interactive content page 
further comprises dragging the content from the interactive content page to the second 
instant messenger user listed in the friends list page. 

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: All pending 
claims 1,2,4, 5-9, 11,12,14-18, 20, and 22-31 have been carefully considered by the 
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examiner. The claims are directed towards a method and computer program product 
for simultaneously displaying a first page and a second page in an instant messenger 
application window. 

Independent claims 1 and 1 1 recite "displaying simultaneously a first page and a 
second page in the instant messenger window; wherein the first page is a friends list 
page that displays a set of users that send and receive a plurality of instant messages 
within an instant messaging community and the second page is a interactive content 
page with a set of tabs for retrieving content from the internet", "preventing a user in the 
set of users from hiding all of the friends list page from view in the instant messenger 
window by maintaining a pre-programmed minimum height for the friends list page 
within the instant messenger window", and "sending a message from a first instant 
messenger user to a second instant messenger user in the friends list in response to 
the first instant messenger user selecting content in the interactive content page, 
wherein the message relates to the selected content". 

A prior art of record, Becker et al. (US 6981223 B2), teaches an instant 
messenger application that simultaneously displays a first page ands a second page in 
an instant messenger application. Becker further teaches a set of tabs in the second 
page. However, the set of tabs in Becker relate to different instant message sessions 
between users and does not disclose that the set of tabs displays information from the 
internet. There is no motivation in the prior art to modify Becker in order to teach a set 
of tabs for retrieving content from the internet. Becker also fails to disclose preventing 
the user from hiding the friend list page from view. 
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A prior art of record, Southgate (US 5487143), teaches a method for assigning 
minimum and maximum sizes to windows in order to prevent them from shrinking to a 
size undesirable for view by a user. However, the combination of Becker and 
Southgate would still not teach all the limitations of the independent claims. 

A prior art of record, Werndorfer et al. (US 7275215 B2), teaches an instant 
messenger application that has plugins included within the instant messenger window 
for retrieving content from the internet. Werndorfer however does not teach displaying 
the plugins through a set of tabs in an interactive content page. Also, Werndorfer fails 
to disclose preventing a user from hiding the friend list page. The combination of 
Becker and Werndorfer, or Becker, Werndorfer, and Southgate still would not teach all 
the limitation of the independent claims. Further there is no motivation to combine the 
three references in order to arrive and the presently claims invention. 

A prior art of record, Dobronsky (US 7159192 B2), teaches a system of selecting 
content received from the internet for inclusion in a message. Dobronsky fails to teach 
all other limitation of the independent claims. The combination of Dobronsky with other 
prior art of record would not teach all the limitations of the independent claims. 

Therefore, because the prior art alone or in combination fails to teach all the 
limitation of the independent claims, claims 1, 2, 4, 5-9, 11, 12, 14-18, 20, and 22-31 are 
allowed. 



Conclusion 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to NICHOLAS S. ULRICH whose telephone number is 
(571)270-1397. The examiner can normally be reached on M-TH 9:00 - 5:00 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dennis Chow can be reached on (571 )272-7767. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Tadesse Hailu/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2173 

Nicholas Ulrich 
9/26/2008 
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